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‘Devil Ship’

The British East India Company iron steamer the Nemesis, made in Liverpool,
England, was one of the world’s first steam-powered warships. Following its launch
in 1839, the Nemesis sailed to China to join the First Opium War and made its debut
in the Battle of Humen on 7 January 1840. It would go on to take part in the battles
of Xiamen, Zhoushan and Wusong, among others.

The Nemesis had a displacement of 660 tons. It was armed with two 32-pounders
and four 6-pounders. The guns were mounted on swivels, so they could easily be
turned to fire in different directions. Although the warship was powered primarily by
steam, it was also fitted with masts and sails, allowing it to sail upwind and against
the current. It was unrivalled by warships powered solely by wind. Thus, the Qing

forces referred to it as the ‘devil ship’.



